
In a letter to Gordon Macdonald, the Minister for Defence, Tobias 
Ellwood MP, back-tracked on previous plans sell-off Redford Barracks in 
2022.  Instead, the date for closure is postponed until 2025. 

Following this, Gordon said, “I am disappointed that the MoD still intend 
to go ahead with disposing of the site.  It is clear that the MoD plan to 
sell off the land to the highest bidder and pocket the money — in a 
report to the House of Commons, Defence Infrastructure Organisation 
Disposals Database, the MoD identified that there is the potential to 
build up to 711 houses on the Redford Barracks site. 

“If the site is to be sold, it should be for the benefit of the people of 
Edinburgh.  The MoD must use the extra time to work with the council 
to bring forward proposals for land use that benefit the local community 
and provide much needed affordable homes.” 

Gordon continued, “Ironically, many of those in desperate need of 
affordable homes are in fact ex-forces themselves.  The Redford estate 
also includes over 160 vacant army homes, which again, could be put to 
much better use.” 

Representing: Baberton, Balerno, Blinkbonny, Bonaly, Broomhouse, Buckstone, Calders, Colinton, Colinton Mains, Currie, Dreghorn, 
Fairmilehead, Firrhill, Hermiston, Juniper Green, Kingsknowe, Longstone, Oxgangs, Parkhead, Ratho, Redhall, Saughton Mains, 

Sighthill, Spylaw, Stenhouse, Swanston, Wester Hailes and Whitson. 

Cabinet Secretary for Finance, 
Economy and Fair Work, Derek 
Mackay MSP, has signed the Bill to 
support the establishment of the 
Scottish National Investment Bank. 

The Bank, which will be 
operational in 2020, will provide 
financing for businesses through 
their whole lifecycle and finance 
important infrastructure projects. 

The Scottish Government has 
committed to investing £2 billion 
over 10 years to fund the Bank. 

Gordon noted, “This is ambitious 
and achievable and will help create 
a significant change in the Scottish 
economy.” 

“The Bank will become a 
cornerstone in Scotland’s 
economic architecture by 
supporting businesses and funding 
infrastructure.” 

Banking on 
Scotland 

MoD Defer Closure of 
Redford Barracks 



Out and About... 
Balerno 

Fairtrade 
Fortnight 

Monthly Surgeries — No appointment needed 
1st Monday of the month, 6.30pm Wester Hailes Library 
2nd Monday of the month, 6.30pm Carrickvale Community Centre 
3rd Monday of the month, 6.30pm Currie Library 
4th Monday of the month, 6.30pm Oxgangs Library (Not 24 Dec) 
5th Monday of the month, 6.30pm Ratho Com. Centre (Not 31 Dec) 

NB: NO SURGERIES DURING PUBLIC AND BANK HOLIDAYS 

Working for Edinburgh Pentlands 

Contact Details 
By email  gordon.macdonald.msp@parliament.scot 
Home visit  Available for those who cannot travel 
By phone  0131 443 0595 
By letter  The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP 
 Gordon Macdonald MSP           @GMacdonaldMSP 

Published by Gordon Macdonald MSP, 9 Kingsknowe Park, Edinburgh, EH14 2JQ.  The SPCB is not responsible for the content of external websites. 

96% Of New 
Parents Benefitting 
From Baby Boxes 

Gordon was pleased to attend the 
Balerno “Fairtrade Fortnight” 
morning with the Balerno 
Fairtrade Village Group and Scouts. 

The morning celebrated the 
accreditation of Fairtrade street 
signage that, when hopefully given 
permission by Edinburgh Council, 
will be erected at the road 
entrances to the village. 

Commenting, Gordon said, “I 
commend Balerno’s support for 
Fairtrade — it’s about supporting 
better prices, decent working 
conditions, local sustainability, and 
fair terms of trade for farmers and 
workers around the world.” 

Gordon hosted Marie Curie at the 
Scottish Parliament to celebrate 
the beginning of their Great 
Daffodil Appeal in Scotland. 

As MSPs gathered, Gordon noted, 
“Every year, I try to do something 
to help raise funds for Marie Curie 
and also raise awareness of the 
invaluable work they do. 

“This year is no different and I was 
very pleased to mark the 
beginning of their Great Daffodil 
Appeal with party leaders and 
MSPs from every party in the 
Scottish Parliament.” 

You can also help fundraise by 
going to www.mariecurie.org.uk. 

MSPs Support 
Marie Curie 

New figures reveal that 14,193 
families in the Lothians have 
benefitted from a Baby Box, as the 
Scottish Government announced a 
new design for Mother’s Day.  

Across the country, over 80,000 
Baby Boxes have been delivered 
since April 2017.  

The new Baby Box was created by 
a team of young people, including 
Sonny Robertson, 17, from Trinity 
Academy in Edinburgh. 

The new boxes encourage families 
to become more environmentally 
friendly, with parents-to-be 
receiving a voucher for a reusable 
cloth nappy, and liners.  The Boxes 
also contain a selection of clothes, 
as well as every day must-haves, 
like a bath towel, a travel changing 
mat, a bib, a digital thermometer, 
and books. 

Commenting, Gordon said, “Every 
child, regardless of  circumstances, 
should get the best start in life. 

“At the heart of the Baby Box is a 
message about fairness, which is 
why I’m delighted to see so many 
new families benefitting — 96% of 
expectant parents in Scotland are 
now requesting a Baby Box.” 
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