
Representing: Baberton, Balerno, Blinkbonny, Bonaly, Broomhouse, Buckstone, Calders, Colinton, Colinton Mains, Currie, Dreghorn, 
Fairmilehead, Firrhill, Hermiston, Juniper Green, Kingsknowe, Longstone, Oxgangs, Parkhead, Ratho, Redhall, Saughton Mains, 

Sighthill, Spylaw, Stenhouse, Swanston, Wester Hailes and Whitson. 

Gordon made the opening speech at the launch of the Pentland Hills 
Partnership Against Rural Crime (PARC) and Water Safety Event at 
Harlaw Reservoir. 

The Pentlands PARC is the 15th partnership to be established across 
Scotland as part of the Scottish Partnership Against Rural Crime and in 
collaboration with partners and stakeholders including Pentlands Joint 
Committee, Police Scotland, park rangers, Scottish Water, the Scottish 
Fire and Rescue Service, Scottish Ambulance Service, SSPCA, Coastguard, 
SEPA, Forestry and Land Scotland, landowners, and farmers.  

Gordon noted, “Incidents of rural crime continue to be a problem across 
the local area, and I wholeheartedly support the approach and vision put 
forward by Pentland Hills PARC that aims to reduce the negative impact 
of anti-social behaviour, thefts, fly tipping, livestock worrying, off road 
biking, wildlife crimes and irresponsible wild camping, something I have 
been campaigning on for many years.” 

Gordon continued, “With access to our countryside comes a 
responsibility to ensure we treat it with respect both on land and water. 
Our agencies particularly the Park Rangers and local policing teams work 
hard to protect this natural environment, preventing anti-social 
behaviour and informing visitors on the dangers of the reservoirs.  I 
believe that we all have our part to play in preserving it by following the 
regulations to ensure everyone can enjoy it.” 

For more information go to: www.pentlandhills.org/safety 

Gordon was pleased to 
congratulate Wester Hailes Arts for 
Leisure and Education (WHALE 
Arts Agency) on its 30th 
anniversary by lodging a motion in 
the Scottish Parliament. 

WHALE Arts started out in the Blue 
Hut on the Murrayburn Greenway 
before moving to its current 
purpose-built centre in 2000. 

Gordon noted, “WHALE Arts have 
been a cornerstone of the 
community in Wester Hailes since 
their launch in 1992.” 

Gordon continued, “A motion in 
the Scottish Parliament is a fitting 
tribute in recognition of the 30 
years of incredible service they 
have provided to the local 
community, and, in particular, the 
commitment of the staff and 
volunteers, both past and 
present.” 

WHALE Arts 30th 
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FM Hosts 
Energy Summit 

In light of the sharp and crippling rise 
in energy costs the First Minister 
chaired a summit with energy 
companies and advice organisations  
at Bute House. 

The average UK bill will increase to 
well over £3,500 in October which will 
be more expensive for Scottish 
households due to higher 
transmission charges.  

The Scottish Government continue to 
call on the UK Government to step in 
with much needed support.  

Gordon noted, “Consumers cannot be 
expected to carry the burden of 
further price rises.  The UK 
Government needs to reverse the 
energy price cap rise, recall 
parliament to deliver an emergency 
budget which should include 
scrapping VAT on fuel, doubling 
support for households, and 
introducing an energy price cap and 
grants for businesses.” 

The Scottish Government have 
launched the Adult Disability Payment 
for new applications across Scotland.  
The national roll out to all local 
authority areas follows successful 
pilots in 13 local authority areas. 

People already receiving the UK 
Government’s Personal Independence 
Payment and Disability Living 
Allowance do not need to apply for 
Adult Disability Payment. These 
existing awards will transfer 
automatically from the DWP to Social 
Security Scotland.  

Gordon commented, “Social security 
is a shared investment in building a 
fairer Scotland.  It is a human right 
and I would encourage those who 
may be eligible for support to apply.” 

Cases will transfer in stages and it is 
expected to be completed by the end 
of 2025. 

Link: www.socialsecurity.gov.scot 
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Weekly Surgeries 
Gordon is now holding open surgeries for constituents to attend every 
Friday at 10am.  The locations for these can be found at: - 
https://www.gordonmacdonaldmsp.info/surgery 

Local government pay awards are 
decided by councillors from various 
political parties at the Convention of 
Scottish Local Authorities (COSLA) 
where no one party has a majority.  
Despite a proposal by the SNP at 
COSLA for a 5% pay offer to refuse 
workers, Labour and Conservatives 
pushed through a 3.5% pay offer.  
Unions rejected this offer and began 
an 11 day bin collection strike. 

The latest offer from COSLA is backed 
by a further £200 million from the 
Scottish Government.  The previous 
5% offer is topped up to £1,925 for all 
earning below £39k.  For those 
earning £20k it delivers £2,000. 

Gordon commented, “I fully 
understand calls from council workers 
to see the cost of living crisis reflected 
in pay awards.  It is grossly remiss of 
Labour and Conservative politicians to 
have opened negotiations with the 
lower 3.5% pay offer. 

“According to Audit Scotland, last year 
Scottish local authorities were sitting 
on a combined £3.8 billion in useable 
reserves — an increase of £1.2 billion 
from the year before.  If ever there 
was a time to use these reserves, it’s 
now.  I urge local authority and union 
representatives to come to an 
agreement to resolve the dispute.” 

As of publication of this newsletter, 
negotiations are continuing. 

COSLA to 
Negotiate Pay 
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